New partnerships and technologies make the
State Museum’s natural history collections
more important (and more used) than ever.

Anthropology Paleontology



Natural history collections at New York State Museum (NYSM)
are the basis of public programs and exhibits, in the Cultural
Education Center and in the community.




NYSM natural history collections are used by researchers
and school groups that visit the Cultural Education Center.
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Natural history collections at NYSM are the basis of
research conducted by SUNY interns.




Natural history collections at NYSM are the basis of
research conducted by SUNY graduate student fellows.
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Student-driven publications



NYSM specimen holdings and data are searchable on GBIF,
VertNet, iDigBio. These partnerships enable remote research
and have greatly increased the number of specimen loans.
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NYSM natural history specimens are also loaned to
educators at all levels across the state and beyond.




New technologies turn natural history collections into
time machines, enabling us to look with new detall at
changes in our environment.
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Old Plants, New Tricks:
Phenological Research Using
Herbarium Specimens
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Bird specimens track 135 years of atmospheric black
carbon and environmental policy
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Comparison of black carbon (soot) on two Field Sparrow specimens,
one from 1906 and one from 1996.
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Black carbon deposition on specimens (five bird species) from the US
Manufacturing Belt, collected between 1880 and 2015.
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New Techniques on Old NYSM Specimens
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Radiocarbon Dating
Establishes the chronology of
colonization and extinction in NY.




New Techniques on Old NYSM Specimens
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Ancient DNA from NY Spruce Grouse
Establishes the historic pattern of loss of
diversity and the current state of the gene pool.




NYSM curators continue to
collect, preserve, interpret,
and make available
specimens from the state’s
past and present to document
our changing natural
environment.




