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“Now show me the doll
that’s most like you.”

An Experiment in Racial Stereotypes
and Children’s Self Esteem

WELCOME TO THE

KENNETH B. CLARK
AUDITORIUM

In the 1940s Drs. Kenneth and Mamie Clark devised an experiment
to explore the psychological impact of racial segregation on
children. In the test, the Clarks showed black and white dolls to
black children and asked them what they thought of each doll.
The children who attended racially segregated schools were more
likely than their integrated peers to answer that the black doll
looked “bad” and the white doll looked “nice." When instructed,
“Now show me the doll that's most like you," many of the black
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children showed preference for the white doll.
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NORTHSIDE CENTER FOR CHILD DEVELOPMENT
HARLEM, NEW YORK

In 1946 Drs. Kenneth and Mamie Phipps Clark founded vears before her death, in 1983. The innovative not-
the Northside Center for Child Development in Harlem for-profit continues to thrive today in service of all
in response to the community’s need for mental health children in need, providing expert mental health,
services for low-income African American children. education, and enrichment programs for thousands
Mamie Clark served as Northside’s director until three of families each year.
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